Works of Reference

to that date.8 The same editor has also published a useful guide
list to historical materials published in various series by public
institutions or learned societies; since the book includes only
\vhat is found in the library of the RHS, there are some un-
expected gaps.9 For Wales and Scotland we now possess sep-
arate bibliographies, history making its appearance in the
second volume of the Scottish exemplar;10 as for Ireland, the
periodical IHS provides frequent information and especially'
an article on sixteenth-century publications.11 Specialist in-
terests are catered for in Ottley's book on railways and Mrs
Hall's article on the Royal Society.12

Many archives are making efforts to bring their collections
to the notice of scholars, though Utopia is still some way off.
In particular, since the war more and more, and ever more
competent. County Record Offices have been set up many of
which publish lists and guides which may be obtained on en-
quiry. A general list published by HMSO for the Historical
MSS Commission offers the best start for the exploitation of
these useful labours.13 Among local archives, that of London
must take pride of place from the point of view of general
history; for this there is now a good printed guide.14 The
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